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Director’s Message

Dear Candidate,

National Aptitude Test (NAT) is an Independent non-exclusive All India level Common Entrance Test for several registered Institutions who are registered with SRDE’s Association of Higher Education Institutions (SAHEI) for accepting the NAT scores at UG and/or PG levels. NAT scores have also been recently included for admission of MBA students by the College Development Council, Himachal Pradesh University, Shimla in open quota seats in various Institutions affiliated to H.P. University like HPCMAT/ CAT and MAT.

NAT Online is being commenced from the year 2010 in addition to the NAT paper-pencil mode so as to assist the candidates who may have missed the test or been unable to appear for the paper-pencil mode test due to location of test centres or for any other reasons. 

NAT Online is a round the year entrance test mechanism being launched in pilot mode for seeing the effectiveness of the system and acceptability by different Institutions. Already several Institutions have registered with SAHEI for the NAT Online mode which no. is expected to increase with time. NAT online is the first All India Level Entrance Test which is being made available on round the year basis for taking care of the variable nature of the entrance criteria/ timing, semester, etc. I am very confident that NAT Online shall in the times to come be one of the most coveted testing systems in the country. 

The candidates are advised to thoroughly check the credentials of the Institutions before joining any of them from statutory authorities like UGC, AICTE etc. as SRDE / SAHEI does not take any responsibility for the correctness of the Information provided by

the Participating Institutions in this bulletin. Disputes if any, pertaining to this test shall be settled only through an Arbitrator; who shall be appointed by the Secretary General, SAHEI. Further legal cases (if any) pertaining to this test will be dealt under the jurisdiction of the Courts of Delhi only.

I hope the NAT test shall prove useful to you and help you surge ahead in your career.

With best wishes,

(Amitabh K.Arya)

Director- NAT Operations

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. ABOUT SAHEI

SAHEI (SRDE’s Association of Higher Education Institutions) is an Association of Higher Education Institutions. It has been formed to provide services to the member Institutions for facilitating their various activities. It is striving to foster better quality, wider reach and higher knowledge standards among the members. The flagship activity of SAHEI is the National Aptitude Test (NAT). NAT,  conducted nation-wide is geared to assist in the standardization of the entrance test requirement of various programmes of study in vocational, professional, management and allied areas at both undergraduate and post-graduate levels. Accordingly, NAT is conducted at two levels: NAT-UG for undergraduate level and NAT-PG for post-graduate level programmes.
1.2. The Society

SAHEI operates under the aegis of Society for Research and Development in Education (SRDE);  a nonprofit society set-up under the Societies Registration Act of 1860. The society is committed to encourage positive educational experiences to meet the challenges and demands of globalised  environment. It aims to provide educational services that are reliable, cost effective and are globally recognized. These services are designed to make Indian Higher Education system competitive at International level utilizing latest knowledge based technology.

1.3. Objective & Scope of NAT:

SAHEI seeks to cater to the diverse needs of the Indian Higher Education system. It primarily aims to meet the needs of standardization of admission through an All India Level Common Entrance Test mechanism for facilitating vocational, professional, management and allied programme admissions in Higher Education Institutions for the benefit of both the candidates as well as the Universities & Institutions at large. There has been a significant increase in the number of Higher Education

seekers and providers which is further bound to increase with time. As entrance criteria is a very vital component for the success of any academic programme ; NAT seeks to address this need and do away with multiple tests in the system at both the UG & PG Levels. With the addition of NAT Online on round the year basis; entrance test apprehension will soon become a thing of the past.

1.4. Quality

SRDE commenced its operations in 2004 and stands apart from other testing services being offered in India in terms of both range and scope of testing operations and services. The ultimate credibility and quality of  any testing service depends on its continuous research and development and its operations namely; the contents and purpose of the tests, testing methodology and finally the efficiency and effectiveness of the test-conducting mechanism. These also happen to be the priority areas of activity for the Society for Research and Development in Education (SRDE) under which SAHEI is functioning. To ensure academic relevance and its reliability there is an Advisory Board and Academic Council which not only reviews the testing activities but also provides necessary input from the various developments in diverse fields to make the tests more meaningful and up-to-date in terms of its objectives and contents.

2. PARTICIPATION CRITERIA

2.1. The following institutions/organizations are eligible to participate in NAT testing system:

· Universities recognised by University Grants Commission, Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India

· Institutes & colleges approved by the statutory bodies like AICTE, etc.

· Other Higher Education Institutions.

2.2. Candidates

All candidates at the Under Graduate and Post Graduate levels (passed/appeared/appearing) are eligible to appear for NAT Online Test.

3. ELIGIBILITY

3.1. NAT-UG [ Under-graduate ]

Eligibility : Candidates who have passed or appeared / are going to appear in the 10+2 of recognised Boards are eligible to appear for NAT-UG and their results will be valid only if they clear the Senior Secondary or equivalent examination of the approved Boards.

3.2. NAT-PG [ Post-graduate ]

Eligibility : Candidates who have passed or appeared / are going to appear in the final year of the graduate degree courses of UGC /AICTE recognised Universities / Institutions are also eligible to appear for NAT-PG and their results will be valid only if they clear the qualifying examination.

4. HOW TO APPLY FOR TAKING NAT-UG OR NAT-PG IN ONLINE MODE:
· Candidate desirous of taking the NAT test (NAT-UG/ NAT-PG) in online mode can register themselves online through the www.natindia.com website. The entrance exam will be conducted at Authorized Testing Centers. The step wise process to be followed by the candidates is as under:

· Candidate should select the ‘New Registration’ option for opening a log in account for candidature. There is no amount required to be submitted in this step.

· On selection of ‘New Registration’ the E- Application Form will open. The candidate should fill in the desired details and submit it with save option. With this step; you will get your unique Registration Id and Password on your registered e-mail ID. This ID and Password will be used for through out the testing procedure and hence should be noted carefully.

· The Fees for NAT-UG / NAT-PG Online mode test is Rs. 750/-.  This fees is payable through Demand Draft in favor of “SRDE's Association of Higher Education Institutions" payable at Delhi to be sent to SAHEI, A-1/4, Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi- 110 085. Helpline No: 09311305286
· The fees for the NAT Online must be sent along with two color photographs and copy of one self-attested photo id (eg. Driving license, passport, voter id card or PAN card) to the above address and the candidate should wait for the confirmation through email. He/She can also view the receipt of the amount by SRDE-SAHEI by login to his/her account.

· Once this amount and documents are received by SRDE- SAHEI; student will be notified with an email and he/she shall be eligible to book his/her exam. The candidate can choose the test city/ centre and time slot as per convenience/ availability. However; even after the lapse of 15 days; if no booking is made by the candidate; the candidate shall be allotted a time slot and date which shall be final / binding and non-changeable. Hence; the candidate should book the time slot as soon as the confirmation/ message is received from SAHEI office to book a date/ time slot for the proposed test. 

The time slot available for booking is as under:
a) 9:00 am to 11:30 am
b) 11:45 am to 2:15 pm
c) 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm

· The NAT Online score card shall be issued to the candidate after the test from the test centre itself. 

5. TEST ADMINISTRATION

5.1. NAT Online will be administered in the authorized test centres in various cities / towns.

5.2. The Admit Card of each candidate will contain all the required information such as Roll number of the candidate, address of the Test Centres, reporting time, etc. along with important instructions.
5.3. The candidates must report to the Test Centres with their admit card at least half-an-hour before the commencement of the test.

6. NATURE OF THE NAT ONLINE TEST

NAT Online will be conducted for

· Under-graduate level i.e. NAT- UG

· Post-graduate level i.e. NAT- PG

The medium of the question paper will be English only

6.1. STRUCTURE OF NAT- UG

(i) NAT-UG question paper contains 170 questions divided into five sections.

(ii) Total time for the Test is 2½ hours.

(iii) The questions will be set as follows:

· Total No. of questions: 170

· No. of questions to be attempted: 170

· Maximum Marks: 170

· Total time allotted: 150 minutes

SECTIONS OF THE QUESTION PAPER

A. English Comprehension & Language 
: 30 Questions

B. Numerical Ability 


: 30 Questions

C. Non-Verbal & Verbal Reasoning 

: 30 Questions

D. General Knowledge 


: 40 Questions

E. Socio-Economic Environment 

: 40 Questions

6.2. STRUCTURE OF NAT- PG

(i) NAT-PG question paper contains 200 questions divided into five sections.

(ii) Total time for the Test is 2½ hours.

(iii) The questions will be set as follows:

· Total No. of questions: 200

· No. of questions to be attempted: 200

· Maximum Marks: 200

· Total time allotted: 150 minutes

SECTIONS OF THE QUESTION PAPER

A. English Language Comprehension 
: 40 Questions

B. Socio-Economic Environment 

: 40 Questions

C. Quantitative Skills 


: 40 Questions

D. Intelligence & Critical Reasoning 

: 40 Questions

E. Data Analysis 



: 40 Questions

6.3. Each multiple-choice question is followed by four answers numbered A,B,C and D. You have to click the correct or best answer from the four choices.

6.4. The questions in the Test are numbered serially starting at 1 and continuously till the end of the paper. Start answering from the first question of each section and proceed serially.

6.5. Clear familiarity with the directions and questions is necessary. It is important to read the Directions for each set of questions carefully.

6.6. In case you find a mistake in the framing of a question or the answer-choices given or both, you need not waste your time on them. You will be given credit for any such question.

6.7. Time should be wisely allotted within the limits. On an average, there will be less than one minute available for each question.

6.8. NAT has been designed as a standard, reliable test of high quality and appropriate academic standard. It is, therefore, advised to proceed through the test at an even pace, skipping the more difficult questions, wherever necessary. The examinee can return to the unanswered questions later.

6.9. All the necessary instructions and guidelines will be given in the test Introduction itself.

7. SCORING

7.1. For each correct or best answer, you will get a score of one. For any question not answered, a zero score will be given.

8. AT THE END OF THE TEST

8.1. You should remain in your seat during the Test. You may leave your seat only after being permitted by the Invigilator/ Test supervisor.

8.2. At the end of the Test time, each candidate must wait for being handed over the NAT Online Score Card. In some exceptional circumstances; the Invigilator/Test supervisor may like to withhold the test result for any reason best known to him. The scores shall be supplied only after the clarification of the ambiguity of the Invigilator/ Test supervisor which may include factors such as impersonation, use of un-fair means by the candidate, re-examination requirement in case of any technology failure, unforeseen calamity etc. which has caused the disturbance and hence making the declaration of result not possible. 
8.3 Candidates who due to any reason are not able to take the NAT Online Test in the prescribed format; in-spite of following of all the norms shall be required to re-appear for the NAT Online test. No refund of amount however shall be possible. Re-test is the maximum claim a candidate can acquire for any eventuality in cases where there is no lapse on the part of the candidate.
9. CANCELLATION OF THE TEST RESULTS

9.1. A candidate’s score will be cancelled if any misconduct or unfair practice or any other offence of the candidate is detected.

10. REPORTING AND USE OF NAT SCORES

10.1. Each candidate will receive his/her NAT Online score from the Test Centre after the Test.

10.2. The candidates can even download their score card from NAT website for their reference.

10.3. The NAT Online score card for each candidate will contain total scores. These scores are based on raw scores of each candidate and are statistically scaled. NAT scores cannot be compared directly to other similar Test scores.

10.4. NAT Online scores is primarily for use by the Institutions for admissions in the forth coming academic session only along with any additional criteria the participating institution may notify.

10.5. NAT Online has so far been approved by a number of Institutes, as one of the admission criterion in their undergraduate and post-graduate programmes. 
10.6. Participating Institutions have the exclusive authority to decide on admissions to their programmes. NAT or SRDE / SAHEI has no role in their admission process. NAT scores will be reported to the student as well as to the Institutions he/she has opted.

10.7. Each candidate, can indicate upto five Institutes in the NAT Online Registration Form from the list of participating institutions to which the candidate wants NAT scores to be sent.

10.8. For additional reporting of the Test score, the candidate should write to SAHEI Office in New Delhi, as per performa directly indicating the additional participating Institutions to which his/ her scores should be sent, with a fee of Rs. 50/- per Institutions applied for. The fee should be paid in the form of DD in favour of ‘SRDE - SAHEI’ Payable at New Delhi. SAHEI Office will send these scores within a week of the receipt of the request.

10.9. It is a candidates’ responsibility to apply directly to the Institutes of their choice for admission separately. SAHEI / SRDE shall not be responsible for the candidate not being able to get admission in the institution of their choice / otherwise.

10.10. SAHEI Office will only forward the scores to the Institutes designated by the students. Students are expected to write/apply to the various Institutes for their Forms, within the deadlines for admissions to each Institute as per the Institutions’ notifications/prospectus.

NAT ONLINE 2010 SCHEDULE:
Test Date & Timing
: 
As per booking and confirmation received online 

Reporting Time

: 
30 minutes before the test timings

NAT ONLINE 2010 TEST CENTRES:
· 30 Centres available across the country 

(SAHEI reserves the right to add/cancel or change any test centre at its own discretion due

to administrative or any unforeseen reasons.)

NAT ONLINE BULLETIN AVAILABILITY 

The NAT -UG and NAT-PG Online Bulletin can be downloaded free from www.natindia.com
General Instructions:

· Visitors will not be permitted at the test centre.

· Eating and drinking are not permitted at the testing centre.

· Candidates should report to the allotted test centre at least 30 minutes prior to commencement of the test.

· No candidate will be admitted 15 minutes after the commencement of the test 

· No extra time shall be granted for completing the test.

· Candidates should carry the valid ADMIT CARD and original copy of the Photo ID whose copy had been sent earlier to SAHEI office for verification at the centre. 

· The candidates should take the questions in order, but should keep moving to other questions keeping the overall available time in mind. A wise practice is to first answer the questions you are sure of and then answer the remaining.

· Calculator, Pager, Mobile, etc are not permitted inside the test room.

· All the questions and instructions of the test will be in English only.

· Candidate will be allowed to leave the test room after the completion of test and only after permitted by the invigilator. 

· The Officials at the test centre reserves the right to cancel the admission/entry to the test/withhold the results of any candidate who impersonates/uses unfair means during the test or for any other reason which in the view of the officials requires withholding/ cancellation. This is without prejudice to any other action that can be initiated. Non-adherence to any instructions or failure to comply with any rules governing the conduct of test will lead to cancellation of your candidature.

· NAT Online Test means that the candidate sits in front of a computer and the questions are presented on the computer monitor and the candidate submits the answers through the use of keyboard or mouse. Each computer is connected to a server, which prepares the random question set and delivers it to the candidate on the computer. 

· NAT Online will be offered over a period of time and the candidate can choose the center, the day and time of his/her convenience to take the test.
· It is assumed that the candidate has basic familiarity with use of computers like use of keyboard and mouse operation. It is the responsibility of the candidate to acquire these skills before applying for the test and SAHEI cannot take responsibility for the same.

· In the rare and unlikely event of a technical failure during the test, the candidate may be required to attempt the test again.

· There is no time limit for individual parts of the test. The candidate can go back and change any of his/her answers among the different questions.

· All questions will be of the Multiple Choice Question (MCQ type). Each MCQ will consist of a stem which may be in the form of a question or an incomplete statement and four options.

· Candidates must choose the correct or most appropriate answer by clicking on the button next to the answer. Candidates can navigate freely through the questions.
· At the conclusion of the test you should follow the instruction of the invigilator in order to properly record/ save your test work.
· Blank sheets for rough work will be provided, if required. All centers are closely monitored for security and candidates’ identity and activities can be recorded using web cameras and/or closed circuit TV cameras. Anyone violating the rules of the test center will not be allowed to continue with the test and will be automatically disqualified.
· SAHEI will not take any responsibility for delays in communication.
· The NAT Online Test Application charges once paid are non-refundable / non adjustable under any circumstances. You should keep record of the details of the payment to SAHEI for the NAT Test for your reference.
· A test invigilator may dismiss you from the NAT Online test and cancel your scores:

· If your admission to the center is unauthorized.

· If you create disturbance or attempt to give help to or receive help from other   examinees.

· If you fail to follow the testing procedures, or use unauthorized aids.

· If you attempt to remove/copy test materials like questions from the Test centre or any other reason which in the point of view of the official is unauthorised / unethical / others.
Non- adherence to any instructions or failure to comply with any rules governing the conduct of test will lead to cancellation of the candidature.

SAHEI conducts numerous quality control checks during the development of test questions and the preparation of final tests. In-spite of this thoroughness, if any error or flaw is found in any question on some very rare occasion; and If you find what you consider to be an error or ambiguity in a test question, kindly write to the following address immediately after the test:-

Director (NAT Operations),

SAHEI

A-1/4, Sector - 8,

Rohini, New Delhi-110085

Kindly state in your letter the name of the Test, the Test Date, the Name and Address of the test center where you took the test and an explanation of your doubts / concern about the question. SAHEI will send you a written response after your enquiry has been reviewed thoroughly by subject matter specialists.

DISPUTES PERTAINING TO THE TEST

All disputes pertaining to any aspect of the test will be settled through an Arbitrator, who shall be appointed by the Secretary General, SAHEI. Further, all legal cases pertaining to any matter regarding the test will be dealt with under the jurisdiction of Delhi Courts only.
SAMPLE TEST: NAT-UG & NAT-PG

PROFILE OF PARTICIPATING

INSTITUTIONS

NAT-2010

DISCLAIMER

The aspirants wishing to opt for specific institutions and programmes must verify its legal status and equivalence from appropriate authorities. SRDE/SAHEI does not take any responsibility in this regard. Mere participation in NAT by the institution for offering admission to its programme does not imply its recognition and / or equivalence in any manner. For necessary information in this regard the candidates may verify from the concerned authorities and satisfy themselves.

REGISTERED AND PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS:

NAT Online 2010

S. No. 
Code 
Participating Institutions with Notification 
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